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Lily in Ecuador
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the school year and during the
summer at Cove Crest Life Teen
Camp and St. Patrick. However, |
came home less and less because |
found the Lord was calling me to
the foreign missions!

When | was a junior in high
school | met Jesus at a St. Patrick
Life Teen retreat. | realized that
Jesus was my Savior and | was
totally overwhelmed with His
LOVE.

I am a Catholic, lay missionary.
What does that mean? It means
just like you | am a lay member of
the Catholic Church. We go to
Mass. We partake in the Sacra-
ments. We give our time in the
ministries of the Church. Ulti-
mately, as laity, we engage in the
temporal affairs of the world—
working, parenting, studying—
living as WITNESS to the trans-
forming LOVE of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Lord has called me
and | have given my “yes” to be
sent to “all nations” with the
Good News. As a missionary, |
have served in many ways, from
demolishing ruined Hurricane
Katrina houses in New Orleans to
repairing houses in New Mexico. |
have witnessed to many, led Bible
studies, fed the hungry, clothed
the naked, visited the sick. | have
taught English and assisted in a
first grade class in Ecuador. | have
cared for orphans. No matter
what | do, | seek to do it for the
Lord and to do it with great love.

While on missionary work in
Ecuador, “it was time for vaca-
tion at the orphanage and (except
for Pedro) the other little boys
were leaving to go to their host
families. They had their bags

packed and were sitting on the
front steps waiting to be picked
up. Pedro too, had his bag packed
and was waiting. However, Pedro
would not be going to a host
family for vacation. He is a special
boy and needs special one on one
attention. He was going to be
with me for vacation. | told him
over and over that he was going
to spend his vacation with me.
We had plans to go to the beach
and play basketball. | tried over
and over to
distract him
from all the
other boys
leaving. How-
ever, he in-
sisted on
being like the
other boys
and waiting to
be picked up.
Eventually, all the boys left and he
was left on the steps alone and he
got it. He was not going to be
picked up and he was not happy
with this and the tantrum began.
He cried and wailed and threw his
body on the ground. | tried to
hold him but he was flailing his
body everywhere. One half hour
later, | tried again to comfort him.
| stretched out my hands to him
and said, “l am here, take my
hands, | love you,” but he would
not even look at me. He was so
consumed in his misery. | tried
again, and this time he saw me,
but he chose to stay in his fit, in
his pain. | waited and offered him
my hands again, but he did not
accept them.

This experience helped me
realize how many times God is
there holding out his hands to us
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Orphans Cared for by Lily

and we don’t even see Him or
we see Him and we choose to
stay in our misery. | wanted to
help Pedro, to hold him, to
love him, but he refused my
love just as we refuse the love
of God. Or sometimes we are
so wrapped up in our misery
that we do not even see God
waiting to pull us out of it. God
loves us so much.

God works for good in all
things. God worked through a
Yy little seven
year old
orphan boy
| who never
learned

| Pedro
showed me
God’s
enormous
love.

In May | graduated with
Honors in Theology and
Catechetics, and now | am
ready and excited to go to “all
nations.” On September |5, |
started missionary formation
with the Catholic missions
organization Family Missions
Company (FMC). Based in
Lafayette, Louisiana, FMC has
mission bases throughout the
world. For more information,
or if you or your family want to
go on mission, check out FMC
at www.fmcmissions.com.
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